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voluntarily reduce her imperial gams, or else this
cry for a redistribution of colonial "possessions,"
raised so harshly by the growing European nations,
will become louder and louder.
Meanwhile, the ultimate principle must con-
tinually be insisted on, that occupation of any
territory which is already the home of another
people is unjustifiable, except in the rare instance
where a backward people itself asks for the help of
a more civilized administration and the League of
Nations "mandates" such help to a disinterested
Power which is able to undertake it. For if the
human family is to become a unity, every nation
will have to understand at last that to practise a
tyranny over another people in any form, whether
individual or national, is a crime.
A sullen distrust both of Britain and Europe,
together with an increasing hostility to the League
of Nations, has made India for a time almost callous
about what is happening in the West. With many
of the younger generation, who have never thought
deeply or understood what modern armaments and
air bombardments mean, even war itself m Europe
would be welcomed, if only it brought with it
deliverance from the domination of Great Britain.
This mood of bitterness does not represent the
true mind of India as it has inscribed itself in living
thoughts concerning God and Man. The greatest
"Disarmament" ever recorded in ancient history
took place in India in the reign of King Asoka,
about 250 B.C., when he engraved on the rocks his